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550.4 Access to and inspection of records, fa-
cilities and inventory; copying and sam-
pling. 

550.5 Registration. 
550.6 Information and reports required from 

official establishment operators. 
550.7 Reports by consignees of allegedly 

adulterated or misbranded products; sale 
or transportation as violations. 

AUTHORITY: 21 U.S.C. 601–602, 606–622, 624– 
695; 7 CFR 2.7, 2.18, 2.53. 

SOURCE: 80 FR 75616, Dec. 2, 2015, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 550.1 Records required to be kept. 
The requirements in 9 CFR 320.1 for 

records to be kept apply to persons 
that engage in businesses relating to 
fish and fish products as they do to per-
sons that engage in businesses relating 
to the carcasses, parts, or products of 
other species amenable to the FMIA. 

§ 550.2 Place of maintenance of 
records. 

The requirements in 9 CFR 320.2 for 
the place where records are to be main-
tained apply in the keeping of records 
under this part. 

§ 550.3 Record retention period. 
The record retention requirements in 

9 CFR 320.3 apply to records required to 
be kept under this part. 

§ 550.4 Access to and inspection of 
records, facilities and inventory; 
copying and sampling. 

The provisions of 9 CFR 320.4 apply to 
businesses dealing in fish and fish prod-
ucts. 

§ 550.5 Registration. 
The registration requirements in 9 

CFR 320.5 apply to persons engaging in 
businesses, in or for commerce, relat-
ing to fish and fish products as they do 
to persons engaging in businesses relat-
ing to the carcasses, parts, and prod-
ucts, or any livestock, of other animal 
species that are amenable to the FMIA. 

§ 550.6 Information and reports re-
quired from official establishment 
operators. 

The information and reporting re-
quirements in 9 CFR 320.6 for operators 
of official establishments apply with 
respect to fish and fish products as 

they do with respect to other species 
amenable to the FMIA. 

§ 550.7 Reports by consignees of alleg-
edly adulterated or misbranded 
products; sale or transportation as 
violations. 

The requirements in 9 CFR 320.7 for 
reports by consignees of allegedly adul-
terated or misbranded products apply 
with respect to fish and fish products 
as they do with respect to products of 
other species amenable to the Act. 

PART 552—EXPORTS 

AUTHORITY: 21 U.S.C. 601–602, 606–622, 624– 
695; 7 CFR 2.7, 2.18, 2.53. 

§ 552.1 Affixing stamps and marking 
products for export; issuance of ex-
port certificates; clearance of ves-
sels and transportation. 

(a) The manner of affixing stamps 
and marking products for export is 
that prescribed in § 322.1(a) of this 
chapter. 

(b) The requirements for the issuance 
of export certificates are as prescribed 
in § 322.2 of this chapter. 

(c) The requirements for clearing ves-
sels and other transportation vehicles 
are set out in § 322.4 of this chapter. 

[80 FR 75616, Dec. 2, 2015] 

PART 555—TRANSPORTATION OF 
FISH PRODUCTS IN COMMERCE 

Sec. 
555.1 Transportation of fish products. 
555.2 Fish product transported within the 

United States as part of export move-
ment. 

555.3 Unmarked, inspected fish product 
transported under official seal between 
official establishments for further proc-
essing; certificate. 

555.4 Handling of fish products that may 
have become adulterated. 

555.5 Transportation of inedible fish product 
in commerce. 

555.6 Certificates. 
555.7 Official seals; forms, use, and break-

ing. 
555.8 Loading or unloading of fish products 

in sealed transport conveyances. 
555.9 Diverting of shipments. 
555.10 Provisions inapplicable to specimens 

for laboratory examination, etc., or to 
naturally inedible articles. 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 15:24 Feb 28, 2023 Jkt 259029 PO 00000 Frm 00644 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\09\9V2.TXT PC31sf
ra

tti
ni

 o
n 

LA
P

JZ
K

W
1R

2 
w

ith
 $

$_
JO

B



635 

Food Safety and Inspection Service, USDA § 555.4 

555.11 Transportation and other trans-
actions concerning dead, dying, or dis-
eased fish, and fish or parts of fish that 
died otherwise than by slaughter. 

555.12 Means of conveyance in which dead, 
dying, or diseased fish or parts of fish 
must be transported. 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 450; 21 U.S.C. 601–602, 
606–622, 624–695; 7 CFR 2.7, 2.18, 2.53. 

SOURCE: 80 FR 75616, Dec. 2, 2015, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 555.1 Transportation of fish prod-
ucts. 

(a) No person may sell, transport, 
offer for sale or transportation, or re-
ceive for transportation, in commerce, 
any fish or fish product that is capable 
of being used as human food and is 
adulterated or fails to bear an official 
inspection legend or is otherwise mis-
branded at the time of such sale, trans-
portation, offer or receipt, except oth-
erwise provided in this paragraph or in 
part 557 of this subchapter. 

(b) No person, engaged in the busi-
ness of buying, selling, freezing, stor-
ing, or transporting, in or for com-
merce, fish products capable of use as 
human food, or importing such arti-
cles, shall transport, offer for transpor-
tation, or receive for transportation, in 
commerce or in any State designated 
under § 560.3 of this subchapter, any 
fish product which is capable of use as 
human food and is not wrapped, pack-
aged, or otherwise enclosed to prevent 
adulteration by airborne contami-
nants, unless the railroad car, truck, or 
other means of conveyance in which 
the product is contained or transported 
is completely enclosed with tight fit-
ting doors or other covers for all open-
ings. In all cases, the means of convey-
ance shall be reasonably free of foreign 
matter (such as dust, dirt, rust, or 
other articles or residues), and free of 
chemical residues, so that product 
placed therein will not become adulter-
ated. 

(c) Any cleaning compound, lye, soda 
solution, or other chemical used in 
cleaning the means of conveyance must 
be thoroughly removed from the means 
of conveyance prior to its use. Such 
means of conveyance onto which prod-
uct is loaded, being loaded, or intended 
to be loaded, shall be subject to inspec-
tion by an inspector at any official es-
tablishment. 

(d) The decision whether or not to in-
spect a means of conveyance in a spe-
cific case, and the type and extent of 
such inspection shall be at the Agen-
cy’s discretion and shall be adequate to 
determine if fish product in such con-
veyance is, or when moved could be-
come, adulterated. 

(e) Circumstances of transport that 
can be reasonably anticipated shall be 
considered in making said determina-
tion. These include, but are not limited 
to, weather conditions, duration and 
distance of trip, nature of product cov-
ering, and effect of restowage at stops 
en route. Any means of conveyance 
found upon such inspection to be in 
such condition that fish product placed 
therein could become adulterated shall 
not be used until such condition which 
could cause adulteration is corrected. 

Fish product placed in any means of 
conveyance that is found by the inspec-
tor to be in such condition that the 
fish product may have become adulter-
ated shall be removed from the means 
of conveyance and handled in accord-
ance with part 539 or § 540.3 of this sub-
chapter. 

§ 555.2 Fish product transported with-
in the United States as part of ex-
port movement. 

When any shipment of any fish prod-
uct is offered to any carrier for trans-
portation within the United States as a 
part of an export movement, the same 
certificate shall be required as if the 
shipment were destined to a point 
within the United States. 

§ 555.3 Unmarked, inspected fish prod-
uct transported under official seal 
between official establishments for 
further processing; certificate. 

The requirements governing trans-
portation of fish product that has been 
inspected and passed, but not so 
marked, from one official establish-
ment to another official establishment 
are the same as those in § 325.5 of this 
chapter that apply to unmarked in-
spected meat products. 

§ 555.4 Handling of fish products that 
may have become adulterated. 

The provisions of § 325.10 of this chap-
ter regarding the handling of products 
that may have become adulterated or 
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misbranded apply to fish and fish prod-
ucts. 

§ 555.5 Transportation of inedible fish 
product in commerce. 

The provisions in § 325.11(e) of this 
chapter regarding the transportation of 
inedible livestock products apply to 
the transportation of inedible fish 
parts or products. 

§ 555.6 Certificates. 
The provisions in § 325.14 of this chap-

ter regarding the filing of original cer-
tificates of unmarked inspected meat 
products delivered to carriers applies 
with respect to fish and fish products. 

§ 555.7 Official seals; forms, use, and 
breaking. 

The official seals required by this 
part are those prescribed in § 541.3 and 
§ 312.5 of this chapter. 

§ 555.8 Loading or unloading of fish 
products in sealed transport con-
veyances. 

The requirements in 9 CFR 325.17 
governing the unloading of any meat or 
meat food product from an officially 
sealed railroad car, truck, or other 
means of conveyance containing any 
unmarked product or loading any 
means of conveyance after the product 
leaves an official establishment are ap-
plicable to fish and fish products. 

§ 555.9 Diverting of shipments. 
(a) Shipments of inspected and passed 

fish products that bear the inspection 
legend may be diverted from the origi-
nal destination without a reinspection 
of the articles if the waybills, transfer 
bills, running slips, conductor’s card, 
or other papers accompanying the ship-
ments are marked, stamped, or have 
attached thereto signed statements in 
accordance with § 325.15 of this chapter. 

(b) In case of a wreck or similar ex-
traordinary emergency, the Depart-
ment seals on a railroad car or other 
means of conveyance containing any 
inspected and passed product may be 
broken by the carrier, and if necessary, 
the articles may be reloaded into an-
other means of conveyance, or the 
shipment may be diverted from the 
original destination, without another 
shipper’s certificate; but in all such 

cases the carrier must immediately re-
port the facts by telephone or tele-
graph to the District Manager in the 
area in which the emergency occurs. 
The report must include the following 
information: 

(1) Nature of the emergency. 
(2) Place where seals were broken. 
(3) Original points of shipment and 

destination. 
(4) Number and initial of the original 

car or truck. 
(5) Number and initials of the car or 

truck into which the articles are re-
loaded. 

(6) New destination of the shipment. 
(7) Kind and amount of articles. 

§ 555.10 Provisions inapplicable to 
specimens for laboratory examina-
tion, etc., or to naturally inedible 
articles. 

The provisions of this part do not 
apply: 

(a) To specimens of product sent to 
or by the Department of Agriculture or 
divisions thereof in Washington, DC, or 
elsewhere, for laboratory examination, 
exhibition purposes, or other official 
use; 

(b) To material released for edu-
cational, research, and other nonfood 
purposes, as prescribed in § 540.2 of this 
subchapter; 

(c) To tissues for use in preparing 
pharmaceutical, organotherapeutic, or 
technical products and not used for 
human food, as described in § 540.2 of 
this subchapter; 

(d) To material or specimens of prod-
uct for laboratory examination, re-
search, or other nonhuman food pur-
poses, when authorized by the Adminis-
trator, and under conditions prescribed 
by him in specific cases; and 

(e) To articles that are naturally in-
edible by humans. 

§ 555.11 Transportation and other 
transactions concerning dead, 
dying, or diseased fish, and fish or 
parts of fish that died otherwise 
than by slaughter. 

No person engaged in the business of 
buying, selling, or transporting in com-
merce, or importing any dead, dying, 
or diseased fish or parts of fish that 
died otherwise than by slaughter shall: 
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(a) Sell, transport, offer for sale or 
transportation, or receive for transpor-
tation, in commerce, any dead, dying, 
or diseased fish or parts of fish that 
died otherwise than by slaughter, un-
less the fish and parts are consigned 
and delivered, without avoidable delay, 
to establishments of animal food man-
ufacturers, renderers, or collection sta-
tions that are registered as required by 
part 550 of this subchapter, or to offi-
cial establishments that operate under 
Federal inspection, or to establish-
ments that operate under a State or 
Territorial inspection system approved 
by FSIS as one that imposes require-
ments at least equal to the Federal re-
quirements for purposes of section 
301(c) of the Act; 

(b) Buy in commerce or import any 
dead, dying, or diseased fish or parts of 
fish that died otherwise than by 
slaughter, unless he is an animal food 
manufacturer or renderer and is reg-
istered as required by part 550 of this 
subchapter, or is the operator of an es-
tablishment inspected as required by 
paragraph (a) of this section and such 
fish or parts of fish are to be delivered 
to establishments eligible to receive 
them under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion; 

(c) Unload en route to any establish-
ment eligible to receive them under 
paragraph (a) of this section, any dead, 
dying, or diseased fish or parts of fish 
that died otherwise than by slaughter, 
which are transported in commerce or 
imported by any such person: Provided, 
That any such dead, dying, or diseased 
fish, or parts of fish may be unloaded 
from a means of conveyance en route 
where necessary in case of a wreck or 
otherwise extraordinary emergency, 
and may be reloaded into another 
means of conveyance; but in all such 
cases, the carrier must immediately re-
port the facts by telephone or other 
electrical or electronic means to the 
Office of Investigation, Enforcement 
and Audit, Food Safety and Inspection 
Service, U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, Washington, DC 20250. 

(d) Load into any means of convey-
ance containing any dead, dying, or 
diseased fish, or parts of fish that died 
otherwise than by slaughter, while in 
the course of importation or other 
transportation in commerce any fish or 

parts of fish not within the foregoing 
description or any other products or 
other commodities. 

§ 555.12 Means of conveyance in which 
dead, dying, or diseased fish or 
parts of fish must be transported. 

All vehicles and other means of con-
veyance used by persons subject to 
§ 555.11 for transporting in commerce or 
importing, any dead, dying, or diseased 
fish or parts of fish that died otherwise 
by slaughter must be leak proof and so 
constructed and equipped as to permit 
thorough cleaning and sanitizing. The 
means of conveyance used in conveying 
the fish or parts of fish must be cleaned 
and disinfected before being used in the 
transportation of any product intended 
for use as human food. The cleaning 
procedure must include the complete 
removal from the means of conveyance 
of any fluid, parts, or product of dead, 
dying, or diseased fish and the thor-
ough application of a disinfectant ap-
proved by the Administrator to the in-
terior surfaces of the cargo space. 

PART 557—IMPORTATION 

Sec. 
557.1 Definitions; application of provisions. 
557.2 Eligibility of foreign countries for im-

portation of fish and fish products into 
the United States. 

557.3 No fish or fish product to be imported 
without compliance with applicable reg-
ulations. 

557.4 Imported fish and fish products; for-
eign certificates required. 

557.5 Importer to make application for in-
spection of fish and fish products for 
entry. 

557.6 Fish and fish products for importa-
tion; program inspection, time and place; 
application for approval of facilities as 
official import inspection establishment; 
refusal or withdrawal of approval; offi-
cial numbers. 

557.7 Products for importation; movement 
prior to inspection; handling; bond; as-
sistance. 

557.8 Import fish and fish products; equip-
ment and means of conveyance used in 
handling to be maintained in sanitary 
condition. 

557.9 [Reserved] 
557.10 Samples; inspection of consignments; 

refusal of entry; marking. 
557.11 Receipts to importers for import fish 

and fish products samples. 
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